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(1) | 
The Lord George Digbies Apologie. 
for himſelfe;publifhed the fourth of lanuary; © * 
Anno Dom. 1642, 6. 


T may be wondred at, that, after well nigh a yeares 

- groaning under the moſt* inſupportable burthen ot 

publick diſpleaſure, and cenſure* I ſhould "how eon-, 

ſider my ſelfe ſo. much, as, in a genergll calamity, ,to 

make an,Apologie to the.world ,, or ſhould hope, that 
ata time when ſo great clouds of .jcaloufic, and diſc- 

ſteeme hang over perſons of the moſt cleare, and un- 
4 blemiſhed reputations, any:thingT can ſay may recon- 
- cile me to thoſe affeQions. which have been tranſported 
1 with ſo much violencero my projuabee. But whoſoe- 
| ver knoweth me well and the great trouble of mind T 
| indured when I found my ſelfe (by what demerit, God 
is my judge, I cannot gugſfe) fallen from. that proporti- 
; on of eſtceme with my Countrey (of which I was prou- 
der then I can beof any worldly preferment)-into To e- 
[ minent a degree of disfavour with. the repreſentative 
body thereof (upon whoſe wiſedome and Authority 
+ no man hath looked with more reverence,and venerati- 
on) that I was marked out as an enemy to the Comon- 
/ wealth, I am ſure cantot but cxpeR from me ſome dif- 
| covery of thar ſence, and thatI ſhould,”at leaſt endea- 
vour to diſtinguiſh my misfortunes from my faults, 
whereby ſuch, who are not engaged in aperemptory un- 
charitableneffe,may find cauſe to change the Opinion 
they have taken upon truſt of me, _ 

Noram I out of hope, that the experience men have 
fince had ofthe times A WY to calumnic, ef 
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ice and ingenuity on my-behalfe, that all men 
cern intheir Xang, choir That if they ſhall ſo cre- 
y confenr,upon generall diſcourſes, to ſacrifice a 
third mans honour, and repuration, (py ou open a 
doore to let in ruine to thetnſelves, may quickly 
looſe the adyantavge of their own innocence. 

I ſhall begin ty unfortunate ſtory from the begin- 
ning of this Parliament ; refleRing no further backe up- 
onthe precedenr, then ina remembrance of the great 
comfort I then receiv'd in my Countries acceptation of 
my firſt attempts in its ſervice, ara time, as ſome were 
pleaſed to expreſle it, when the Court was at the high- 
eſt, whether ro worke upon mens, ambitions, or feares. 
Bcfore that time Tam ſure I was 45, unacquainted with 
Agion, as with Envie, having.kept moxe company with 
books, then with men ; and being ſo well content with 
that ſociety, that I had as little ambition,as merit to im- 

ove my cotidition. Tothis Parliament I was ſefit on 
Get behalf alfe of the Countrey wherein T lived,and truly, 


m 
mayd 
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- if Tbrought any paſsion or affeQion thither with me, it 


was my fotqer watmth improved againſt thoſe preſ- 
fures,and the perſons who begot thole prefſures, wick 
wefe grievous tothe people : and againſt theſe I will 
without yahity ſay, that Tbroughtas great a reſoJution 
Ki Fatal confcience, and my duty, as any manin 
at Allembly,:and had the happineſſe for ſome mg- 
neths; to receive thimeſtimony, My converſation was, 
ind 1 or cadgavoured_to_make iy Friendſhips, 
with thoſe, whole experichce, and ab'litics,, were moſt 
eminent for the publick ſervice, and to the reput tion, 
and authority of theſe men, | confelle, for a while, [ gave 
my 
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ſelfe up with as much if} HT as 4 could, | 

wichdur religning hs uſe of bis own cons 
hing thar was neceſfary,orbur probably power 

hy neceſſary for the Common-wealth, we neyer dif- 
fered in the leaſt degree; but in improvements, in+reall 
alecrations, Which were to be govern'd by prudential 
raorives, we were not alwayes of one minJe. Andwho-' 
ſoever femembreth'the' ages of thattirge, muſt call, 
ro mind, that the firſt declination I ſufferd fromthe j in-. 
tereſt 1 ſcem'd to have, was in the buſjncſſe of the 
Church ; in which, having bad frequent 'cayf 
with the chiefeſt agents for gar 1. , 30d fit 
no three men to agree ntd* hay 
the place ofihic thoyall fold, to nb; 1 agr 
woot rarr rr. ng ſenſe, ha c 
noughto Incline toa 6x muextion, whic 
haveſo great an influence 
and intereſt of the whole Tenn 
firſttcbare of Epiſcopa 
mewobſery'd#rhe rey 's) . 26 ITC 
expire; Then care porn rya or th 
inchewhich 1 muſt ſay; ! fied no 
ving the charge andevidence, before 
to judge of both. Inthed 
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ver failed to manifeſtir ſclfe, after that: bt Poo ppop., 
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crurne,to His Majeſty,toad- 
{ Plenty ,-. accarding 35 before 
t5, ihe oftep, heard thoſe pritici- 
he pyblike ggpd moſt ſglemnly pro-. 
ale, that the Cowie, « Counmeey, 
z picccyand t ce would ; 
: between them; 
my ſelf as Wow to 
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(5) 
tex fours houres debate to.expoſe mee, either upottthe 
mayo taareer, orppon thabye, nao the-leaſd repreben- 


For the thing it ſelfe, I will ay, no more. of it, but 
har it hapned to. be;upon a yery Rapala routes ; 
EARN circumſtance of the printing it, was 
this : ' | 
*- I did cot find onely tliat irw as ynfairbfully reported, 
and uncharitably interpreted; bur was inform'd, thar 
Copies went abroad of it ſo falſly, and malitiouſly.col- 
lected, as made the.whole Speecha juſtifieationof my | 
Lord of S:affords innocence g and Sir Lewis Daves ha- 
ving heard of ſuch a Copy inthe houſeot a Cirizen.of 

ood quality, where hee heard mee mentioned as 2 per- 
on fit to have his name fixt upon;poſts;that might be 
torn in pieces by the people;uponthat Reaſonerrneftly 
deſired mee to give him atrue Copy of -what-lhad ſaid 
in that Argument, which I did, and hee forthwith .gave 
direion for the Printing. it , without any- privity of 
mine. Yer, if I had conſented to it, and directed it ,; I 
. profeſle, 1 ſhould little have imagin'd,, -that (atatime 
when there was ſuch an univerſall licence takento Print 
every thing, of how greatirreverence ſpever,) citherto 
"Church or State, with impunity, a. Speech mage inthe 
Houſe of Commons ,:; a Speech..ſo nartowly. , and 
- ſeverdly ſifted', and examined there, and yethlet paſſe 
withourt the leaſt cenſure,either on the $ it ſelf, or 
the Author, that the Printing of ſuch-a Speech ſhould 
riſe to ſo high a nature, as to make-metfor ever uncapa- 
ble of any Honour or Employment iathe Common- - 
wealth ,T-profeſſe could: hardly. have falne within my 
Reaſon or feares to ſuſpeR. And yet 3 months after _ 
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__— ff 
former diſpleaſure revived aad heigheted to luch@pirch; that x: 
the ſame came | hcard of che intcrceptionof my:Larccrs,, I;found 
my ſelfe accuſid of High T.cafon tos, and:thatforlevying warre 
againſt the King, a crime certainly that of all other, 1 could leafy 


fſuſpeQ my felte guiky of, And'to ſaytherruth, it. came jioro my  . 


charge: bur by accideney for being in generall charged of High 
Treaſon, and the impeachmentio'particular;'bearing onely thard 
had appeared in warkke manner to thetcrrour ofthe Kings Sub- 
jeds , 2 queſtion was raiſedby aLordortwo, learned inthe law, 
whether that aqgcuſation would amouat to'treaſon, or no, and fo 
teave was deitred-ro amendthecharge, which bring gritted to ; 
make ſure work, by the Statutsof £F £d, g.irwayputin; thar { 

bad teavied war agaiaft the King, '[f Lworeguikyy ordafpected of 

—_— a crime, how it carne to ſleep folo CRIn—G 

found ſo much as atiopinion & unto peace or wat) could miniſter 


occaſion for a charge of myleyyi Ws ne Lone 
to-cqual{ confideration. 1 am far ar ing the 
reſolution, or opinion of both, or cither Houſe of Parliamenty wd 


Man recciyesa firoke from thencewith more ſabmiſſion and tumi - 
great reverence | beare toit harh nadcſuch an joa-- 


= Omar Counſellnofſay, that Thave many encmics, whs 
have uſed all the fl! arts, their witor malice could fuggeſt, rs 
bring this affliction upon ime, and have not in whiſpers, or inche 
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dark publiſhed their reſolution ro mo : witneſfſerhe known 
rapering a yy man fag deck by dunare aadyerianin 
© ac e ; theig'cocanog"and cherilking tuch aſtrous un- 
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x withthe' Danes, aridother forft of 
mine qr 1. ek my mm 
hey vearlice prepararions there : of my being at 

Rebels in:lreland ;- and the like 3; to-make me adionusRothe 
.. people; 10:whoſe rage. and violence they have often endegvou. 
4 Bate! me up # facrifice, thedeop ſenſe I haveof my affici- 
" das;/and{injarics, ſhall:nevertranſport tae to-heigbren cherepre- 
ſehrarion/ st chem tothe leaſt degree; beyond truth 5 but whocver: 

conſider: the pcaaley of Treaſon, the ruine anddefolatianic; 

boagaro fa nilies, rnebrandand infamic-itfizes ogzourgac PAR, | 
and emembicr thavrhys portion was d an__ r- go- 
Hgo# my -nafterserrant, ina'C 4ach aagd{ixe hyries, willbelceve 
tha #mixrure gf ſorrow and+inqocence ; wath 10 .much. paſſion 
2s miaykeepe them.company ,. way well be allowed. 29 | broad it 
4-25.19: preſet 29. cho, warld, with, a 
ME CLnek my ſufferings, upon on L juſtice 
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the pmjuthce er, hence levee enntmajes 
Tor that ob my heving had ſo; —_—_ hand © Comfintteb- 
arcexpreſſedto be'of His Majeſtics removing from L 98 '» 0-419 
aplace of-ſafety; andchelike; I{hil}be bold ro ſay, charthe Leeter 
tothe Queencs Majeſty, trom whence my enemics would make the 
ipference, hath nor wth anycontiderer the teaſtpropending of ad- 
wiceany way, but-ismeorly;anaccompr of mineown intentions to 
apply my. ſclfe to His Majeſtics ſervice; either by abſence, or ac- 
Itendanceþ according :to:courle; cthartHis Majeſtiein His wiſdome 
dboutdthinkfictorake:' Every body: koows'l never had the honour 
o-b-a Councellour. neither have Lpreſumed; withour being que. 
Konod by. His Majeſty, to interpolein His affaires * akates hath 
graced me with. any queſtion, | have anſwered with'the freedom of 
2 Subjct,and a Gentiemao. Butlhad I bina Counſellor, having feen 
what. I have.ſcene; and heard what Theard; 4; who have knowne 
ſuch.members of both-Haaſes ; marked: out bythernulritude for 

blefings, and fuch for ſacrifice ill who:canday with truth; thaoſuch 
of that-rabble, .crycdour,abe King's the Traitour ; - ſuch; -that the 
young: Ptince woaldggoverhoberter ,> I whe canproye that a Lea- 
derot thoſe people itttic heateand violenceof thetumatr, cryed 
out, thatthe' King was notfi; toliveg;Had I'beeno a Counſellour, 
what had-| beene{asthelcatningof Treafbiiwas.chen utiderſteod) 
&ould..Fnot{have adviſed /bhs db+joſty t26-wichdrawton of 
Gay,.nocfrom His: Parliament, bur from thatinſoleucand unruly 
mulcieude,. who had already brought intro ſomuch hazard the per- 
{onsand che liberty of this-till/rhen maoſt-bappy-Payliament , and 
|" 0H AI ſodowdly threatenouines vor rothe ſacred 
Perſons dyextilc' x ewes: did.of the danger;ad- 

viſe bim JeoceT > et Jhad ncicher che abilitie, nor/theauthornie. 
©; 19 pylenter tothe Qieene; at her firſt comminginto! Holand, it 
pada i2<atexprefiangyF] of welcoming heritrom'a 
Fame oceneniget bom} Eſhewed much veniine: arid-rancour 
prey Imenotitantiandmuſtappeale: to: thoſewho | 
wichehe e Givility of language, whether the ad- | 
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afvire, tegutar, {impartial Fihcication of my'inAdcencie; and Jpro- 
t, cher avie may make Rildcapable of thir haps" 
ſee hg hes anc rmtiesefiorgheb0i'me to! make me 
| {06d man, buyfortteaſon{or for 


of the preſene diſtraQions, ; 
their rightfull and comfortable courſe ,/loregely ſomuch cha- 
rityfrom men, 2s tnay ſeem dueto one, whoſe good intentions ro 
his country have binin forme fort publiquely manifeſted , whoſe il! 
are yet but obſcurely and improbably ſuggeſted. 

To conclude, tetthe fem F<:þf vi livd be examined, and if 
there be found any rancour or venime in my nature, even toward 
particular perſons which might jntime contra itſelfero an enmi. 
ty againſt the ſtare, if I have bin a fomenter of jealouſies & debate, 
or a ſecret conſpirer againſt che honour and fame of any man, If I 
haye worne ms asa maske and vizard for my hypocriſic , and 
underhand cheriſhed any opinions that I have not avowed,if Thave: 
bin lead by any hopes of preferment to fBlattery , or by the miſſe of 
it, to revenge, if I have been transported with private ambition and 
bcen inclined to ſacrifice the leaſt branch of the publique peace &- 
happineſſe to my owne cnds and advantage, lerthe complication 
of all theſe ills prepare a judgement of treaſon ic ſelfe upon me, and 
let me bee looked upon as 2 man who hath made a progrefſe in 
wickednefle, that a few yearcs more addedro that account , would. 
render me a prodigic tothe world, Butifintruth my life hath been: 
pl:aſant to me under ao other nation , then as I might make it — 
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